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Theunis ZS2EC at the Jamtin during CQ WW Contest
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PEARS Monthly Meeting 

 At 18:00h at the Italian Sporting Club, 17 Harold Road, 

Charlo on the 20th October 2021 

Followed by our year end Social Evening  

Our next monthly meeting will be on the 

18th January 2022 

From the Chair:  by Gert  ZS2GS 

With the downgrading of the Covid-19 regulations it was possible for the organizers to hold a 
few events for which PEARS provided the comms. In the past when Tony ZR2TX asked for 
operators to man spots at the events, he usually got such a good response that he could not 
always accommodate everyone.  However for the last 2 events it was a matter of begging 
members to put their hands up. I do not know whether I must blame Covid or what, but 

something is amiss, the response from the members are not what it use to be.  

By the time you read the latest QSX we would have had our last meeting for 2021 that was 
followed by a social in the for of a fish and chips evening. This was very well attended with 

over 80 members, XYL's, children and guests. 

The tower on Slipper is up.  It is now a matter of taking down the old tower, removing the 
antennas and attaching them to the new tower. For this we needs hands. A call will soon go 

out for volunteers. 

A few of use are still going to the varsity on a Friday afternoon to sort out RescueSA's radi-
os. However that should soon come to an end as we are just about done. It is then just a 

matter of going there once a month to check that everything is still fully functional. 

We have come to the end of yet another year that was somewhat different, due to Covid. 

For those of you that will be on leave  during the festive season, take the time to recharge 

your own batteries and be with your loved ones. For those that are going to travel take it 
easy out there. 

Lets be safe and hope that the 4th wave of Covid that is predicted for December 2021 does 

not materialize. 

To one and all I wish you a merry Xmas and a prosperous new year  
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Minutes of PEARS Monthly Meeting 
Held at the Italian Club on the 19thOctober2021at 19h30 

 

Welcome: 
 Vice Chairman Donovan ZS2DL welcomes everyone. 
 
Attendance: 
 Approximately 13people counted in total. 12 names on the at
 tendance register. 
 
Apologies: 
 ZS2GS, ZS2MIC,ZS2IW 
 
Acceptance of previous meeting's minutes: 
 Proposed: ZS2AG 
 Seconded:ZS2RL 
 
Matters arising: 
 QSX 
 Thanks expressed to Ashley.  Articles for the next edition are 
 required, no matter how insignificant. 
 
 Slipper tower work - Awaiting Nick ZS2NT to set up a date for 
  the old tower removal and antenna reclaim. Work party 
  will be arranged via WhatsApp technical group. 
 
 Social Evening – Fish and chips in November (19th), on a Fri
  day evening6pm, the club will sponsor R25 per head, 
  member pays R75 per head. Bookings will be essen
  tial, done on the web page as before.  Cash at the  
  door or EFT BEFOREHAND use callsign as a refer 
  ence, or you don’t get supper! Bookings close by the 
  Wednesday before.   
 
 Club shirts - A renewed push to offer club shirts – ZR2BK will 
  drive this offer.  He will arrange samples for the next 
  club meeting.   
 
 

Continued on  page 4 
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Finances: 
Balances were reported at the meeting, and all finances are in good 
shape. 
 
General: 

Clive ZS2RT: Does anyone own a Kenwood R2000 receiver – he 

 has a VHF tuner that would fit it, would like to test it. 

ZS2DH: Ironman 21 November (Sunday after the Fish n Chips!) –

 still looking for volunteers, both VOC and outstations.  Even if 

 not the full day.  Please let Tony know. 

ZS2BO: Where to book for the F ’n C evening? ZS2AAW will co-

 ordinate 

Closure: 

Meeting ended at 19h50 

Next meeting the social on 19thNovember. 

Speaker 

Kevern ZR2BK gave an impromptu report on the PE and Kouga  

municipalities’ water situation. 

The Newsworthiness of Ham Radio 

Why is ham radio (or amateur radio) making the news so regularly? Because amateur radio is much 

more than a hobby. It's a community service! 

Amateur radio operators are trained in radio communications. All hams receive training in the use of 

radio communication technology and operating procedures. 

A ham radio operator's special training is the reason why hams regularly take part in community events, 
sports events and, even emergencies of all kinds where competent and reliable radio communication 

services are required. 

Competence alone does not make amateur radio expertise in demand. The demand might also have 

something to do with the fact that their services are free! 

But "pricing" has no bearing on hams' availability when the time comes to answer the "call of duty". 
Amateur radio contribution to the safety of their fellow citizens in times of emergency is priceless and 

always readily available.                                                                                             Continued on Page 7 
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Bench Power Supply 
By Les Barker ZS2VA 

If you have an old computer power supply lying around 
and you don’t want to throw it away as it looks like it 
could be useful. 

Well never fear, there is a great little board available 
from a variety of sources that allows you to turn that 
old power supply into something 
useful. 

This is the board to which I refer: 

 

ATX Computer power supply board. 

The multiplug from the power supply fits directly to this 

board and provides outputs of: 

3.3 volt,  5.0 volt, 12.00 volt  -12.00 volt. Together with 

an on/off switch. I mounted everything in an old PSU 

case and added a digital volt meter and ammeter. It 

works well and is neat and compact. Just need to add 

some labels. 
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Weekend of the 30th and 31st October 

The CQ WW is the largest Amateur Radio competition in the world. Over 
35,000 participants take to the airwaves on the last weekend of October 
(SSB) with the goal of making as many contacts with as many different DXCC 
entities and CQ Zones as possible.  

Submitted to QSX by Theunis ZS2EC are his and Andrew ZS2G efforts in 
this contest. 

They were there at the Walmer Scout Hall (JAMTIN) at 06h30am ..on the Saturday 

and in his words... 

We put up the wire antenna (ZS6BKW) 80m to 10m at about 5 meters  

Having set up the hf station I was able to start calling CQ at around 8h15am. 

Andrew fetched his 15m 2 element beam and erected this for me to use. 

We had 2 visitors during the contest, ZS2DH Dave and ZS2CJ Chad. 

We thoroughly enjoyed the weekend. 

Herewith see pictures we took during the contest.: 

The Station set up in the Jamtin 
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Andrew ZS2G outside the entrance to the Jamtin. Antenna’s erected for the competition 

Cont’d from Page 4. 
Events such as floods, se-
vere weather, major acci-
dents, environmental disas-
ters ... the list of emergency 
situations is endless, and 
amateur radio operators' 
desire and ability to serve is 
boundless. 
Incidentally, public ser-
vice is the major reason 
behind a ham radio license 
immense privileges. 
We readily serve, not only when 
called upon, but often before 
authorities get around to ask, we 
are already at work helping save 

lives and property. 

That's why we make ham radio 

news regularly. Because we are 

very much part of life in our 

communities. 

Per courtesy of Ham Radio 

Secrets. 
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Birthdays 

November 

21 Aiden van Loggerenberg ZS2CV 

23 Colin Schroder ZR2CRS 

25 Michael Steenkamp ZS2MIC 

December 

01 Ronald  Drescher  ZR2AD 

02 Kevin O’Donoghue ZS2KO 

05 Johan Van Vuuren ZS2JV 

05 Clive Fife  ZS2RT 

07 Damien Field  ZS2DLF 

13 Thian De Jager ZS2Y 

13 Craig van Loggerenberg ZS2LR 

20 Gerrit Rautenbach ZS2XD 

25 Graham Pearson ZS2GKP 

January 2022 

10 Tony Allen  ZR2TX 

15 Ashley Goosen ZS2AG 

17 Andre van Biljon ZS2PL 

17 Albie Gibson  ZS2AZ 

Spouse Birthdays 

November 

20 Monique O’Donoghue - Kevin 

ZS2KO 

26 Isolda Hosten - Eric   ZS2ECH  

 

December 

09 Cheryl Schroder - Colin ZR2CRS 

23 Noel Hislop - Cyril ZS2EJ 

24 Collette Rundle ZS2CR -  Mitch 

ZS2DK 

January 2022 

08 Juan Ras - Hugo  ZS2HR 

Anniversaries            

November 

27 Ian and Maggie Moore -  ZS2IJ 

December 

01 Johan & Wanda Van Vuuren ZS2JV 

12 Anmar & Johan Swart  ZR2AS 

12 Johan & Anmar Swart  ZS2PDS 

12 Clive & Jane Fife ZS2RT 

16 Barry & Lindi Bester ZS2BB 

19 Eric  ZS2ECH & Isolda ZS2IW Hosten 

21 Llise & Mark Dodd  ZS2LLD 

23 Cyril & Noel Hislop  ZS2EJ 

28 Albert & Sarita Brand ZS2BA 

January 2022 

03 Allan & Brenda Whitehead ZS2R 

13 Quintus & Dubennette Moolman 

ZS2KU 

17 Jimmy & Barbara De Scande ZS2JIM 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
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Our 2021/2022 PEARS Committee 


